Weekend camping information for new parents

· For those of you new to this process, we will create the permission slip prior to the activity.  As you will see, it details all the pertinent information concerning the event.  For those of you that will drive, a map is included.  Please read the information included, the first page will be the specific information for the event you will need, including recommended gear needs.  As your son experiences more campouts, this will become something that he will know on his own.  But we still include the basics based upon seasonal conditions as a reminder.  Scouts are strongly encouraged to have a backpack to carry their gear in.  If you do not have one for your son to use, we have two loaners in the Troop office available for use *on a weekend basis only*.  See an adult leader to get one.  Please start looking for one to use, there are plenty of places they are available at local shopping and on-line sites.  A few nights *before* Friday, you have your son go over the list and collect things on his bed for you to review with him, and help him pack it (this will also give you some time to get any last minute things needed).  Remember - he will at some time during the weekend need to carry that pack, and consider that we are only going for the weekend, so please don't overload him.  Everything he needs for the weekend should easily fit in the pack.  It is also *his* pack, something he needs to learn how to load on his own.  Guide him, but please don't do it for him (Scout: "My mom forgot to pack my...." Adult: "Who's pack is it?").  
· Please review the Troop Discipline and Medical policies and Consent Form.  *These policies MUST be adhered to*.  Fill out and sign the final page consent form and have your Scout turn in *only the Consent Form* and camping fee to the Troop Scribe.  The Scribe will fill out the campout roster, collect the form and money from your Scout.  He will be collecting these the week or two prior to the campout.  He may not have any blank forms with him, so please print out your own from the troop website.  We need the completed Consent Form for each and every Scout attending the campout (however, registered adults don't pay camping fees...).  Registered and non-registered parents will be part of the Pedro Patrol for the weekend (our leadership patrol).     

· The deadline is as stated on the permission slip, at least the Tuesday prior to the campout.  The camping and activity fees will be identified for the weekend.  On patrol cooking weekends, we require these to be turned in at least two weeks prior to the campout so that the Patrol leader and Patrol Grubmaster of each patrol will have time to buy food for their patrol for the entire weekend.  If we get late additions that will mess up the quantities they have shopped for and the patrol may not have enough food (a Scout is Thrifty...).  It is up to each patrol how they wish to do this, they can either collect an estimated fee from each Scout before the campout, or shop for the food and divide the total cost by the number of Scouts attending.  The typical cost for food from each Scout should only range from $6 to $10 dollars, depending upon how much and what kind of foods the patrols use in their menus (older Scouts will monitor this).  The patrol leader and patrol Grubmaster will do this, so please promptly reimburse them.  We will have Troop provided hot chocolate/bug juice for the boys and coffee for adults all weekend.     

· The ‘Grubmaster’ is a position that rotates through each Scout in a patrol.  He is responsible for purchasing the food as determined by the patrol menu.  The patrol menu is made up by each patrol at a meeting and approved by the SPL or ASPLs for having proper balance of food groups.  This is a requirement a Scout must do for rank requirements.  The first time being a Grubmaster can be very overwhelming, so parental assistance in determining quantity of food needed will greatly help.  The Patrol Leader should assist the first time Grubmaster as well.    

· At this first campout, your sons will be inspected by his patrol leader for his Tenderfoot requirement #1.  If he is not properly prepared, he will not be able to attend the campout.  Please note this is still considered a winter campout - tennishoes are not allowed (no electrical mp3, radios, walkman, etc... are to be brought either; youth cells are to be kept turned off and stowed in their gear).    

· We typically target departing the Church at 7:00pm on Friday nights.  The reason we leave at that time is to hopefully provide enough time for a Scout to get a dinner before leaving for the weekend, and it still allows us to get to the campsite before it gets too late in the evening.  Please make sure this happens as we may only have a crackerbarrel (a snack) that evening.  The remainder of the weekend’s meals will usually be prepared by patrol cooking.  It also allows leaders and parents a little time to get home after work and get prepared for the weekend.  
· We will pull the trailer over to the rear door of the Church to load Patrol food and personal gear will go in last.  After attendance has been taken by the SPL and Scribe, we will separate out to drivers and depart.  We need to get going as soon as possible as the guys hate to set up camp in the dark.    
· WE ALWAYS NEED DRIVERS!  Please offer your availability with our Troop leaders to drive either to or from the campout.  If you wish to stay for the weekend - that is great, the more the merrier - and believe it or not, you will have fun.  If there are problems with families taking turn driving, we may have to resort to assigning weekends.  These are your sons, please do your part to make these campouts easier on us all.  If we do not have enough drivers, we will not leave until we do.  Please bring your map from the permission slip, get cell phone numbers of other drivers and keep an eye on the trailer to know where we’re going.        
· The Scouts typically tent by patrols.  They will cook, clean, and function as a patrol depending upon what is going on during a typical weekend.  Position duties will be spelled out on each patrols’ duty roster.  In accordance with the patrol method and Guide to Safe Scouting, adults do not tent with Scouts.  Parents are not to tent with their sons, their sons should be tenting with his patrol.  I know this may be difficult to understand, especially for an 11 year old, but for him to develop his place in his patrol he needs to get away from Mom and Dad and be a part of that unit.  We adults tent together or separately depending upon your snoring preferences.  
· At some functions we do family camping, and again families need to stay separate from the patrol.      
· Sunday mornings, we usually have a quick breakfast and load up gear as quickly as possible to get headed home.  Depending upon a lot of factors such as where we are camping, how much cleanup we have to do (ie cabins), or other variables, we usually target returning to the Church at noon on Sunday morning.  If we should be ahead or behind schedule, we will call the parents of the Scouts to notify them of our estimated return time.  
· Troop Gear:  There is various troop equipment that we can’t clean and put away during a weekend campout.  This may include some cooking gear or dish cloths that need washed.  Tent cleanup: each tent must be cleaned after each campout.  Each tent needs to be inspected for damage or lost poles or tent stakes.  If these things aren’t fixed before the next campout, a group of Scouts will get a tent that is muddy, moldy or missing parts needed to properly set the tent up.  That is not a fun experience to discover on a late Friday night when we’re trying to set up camp.  So please, your son WILL eventually be bringing home a tent to clean after a campout.  Please help him clean and hang it up somewhere in your house so it can dry out.  Rinse the mud off the ground cloths.  Make sure the poles aren’t split and are there and the ground stakes are still straight as well.  Try and get the tents turned back in as soon as possible, some of our campout weekends are fairly close together and we will need to get prepped for the next weekend quickly.  Let the Troop Quartermaster know of any damaged or missing parts of the tent so we can get it taken care of before the next Scouts try and use it.  
